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Notice to the Reader
This book has not been processed in accordance with NFPA Regulations Governing 
Committee Projects. Therefore, the text and commentary in it shall not be considered 
the official position of the NFPA or any of its committees and shall not be considered 
to be, nor relied upon as a formal interpretation of the meaning or intent of any specific 
provision or provisions of the 2008 edition of NFPA 70, National Electrical Code.®1

	Publishers do not warrant or guarantee any of the products described herein or 
perform any independent analysis in connection with any of the product information 
contained herein. Publisher does not assume, and expressly disclaims, any obligation to 
obtain and include information referenced in this work.

	The reader is expressly warned to consider carefully and adopt all safety precautions 
that might be indicated by the activities described herein and to avoid all potential hazards. 
By following the instructions contained herein, the reader willingly assumes all risks in 
connection with such instructions.

	The publishers make no representations or warranties of any kind, including, 
but not limited to, the implied warranties of fitness for particular purpose, 
merchantability or non-infringement, nor are any such representations implied 
with respect to such material. The publishers shall not be liable for any special, 
incidental, consequential or exemplary damages resulting, in whole or in part, 
from the reader’s uses of or reliance upon this material.

1National Electrical Code and NEC are registered trademarks of the   
National Fire Protection Association, Inc., Quincy, MA 02269
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Preface

This book is dedicated to the memory of Eustace C. Soares, P.E., one of the most renowned  

experts in the history of the National Electrical Code in the area of grounding electrical  

systems. A wonderful teacher and man of great vision, Eustace foresaw the need for better 

def﻿initions to clear up to the great mystery of grounding of electrical systems.

Eustace Soares’ book, Grounding Electrical Distribution Systems for Safety was originally published in 

1966 and was based upon the 1965 edition of the National Electrical Code. Over the years, this book has 

become a classic. 

A great majority of the recommendations contained in the original edition of his book have been 

accepted as part of Article 250 of the National Electrical Code. The grounding philosophies represented 

in the original edition are just as relevant today as they were then. To say that Eustace contributed more 

than any other man to solving some of the mysteries of grounding of electrical systems would not be an 

overstatement of fact. Previous editions have been extensively revised both in format and in information. 

An effort has been made to bring this work into harmony with the 2008 edition of the National Electrical 

Code and  retain the integrity of the technical information for which this work has been well known, at 

the same time adding additional information which may be more recent on the subject of grounding and 

bonding.

IAEI acquired the copyright to Soares’ book in 1981 and published the second edition under the title 

Soares Grounding Electrical Distribution Systems for Safety. IAEI acknowledges the contributions of Wilford I. 

Summers to editions two and three and J. Philip Simmons as the principal contributor in the development 

of the fourth through seventh editions. IAEI acknowledges Michael J. Johnston, director of education, codes 

and standards, as the principal contributor in the development of the eighth, ninth, and tenth editions.

IAEI intends to revise this work to complement each new edition of the National Electrical Code so this 

will be an on-going project. Any suggestions for additional pertinent  material or comments about how this 

work could be improved upon would be most welcome.


